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A "Deans"” Slick Pilot's Story
by
Colonel David A. Measels, U.S. Army (Retired)
120th Aviation Company, August 1966 — February 1968

For then Captain Dave Measels, the "Best of Times in the Worst of Times" as a
slick pilot in the 120th Aviation Company, the "Deans" of Army Aviation,
was preceded by a few years. After flunking most of his courses at
Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas, Dave enlisted in the Army in

August 1961. Several years later, he completed Infantry

Officer's Candidate School at Fort Benning and applied

for flight school. In 1963, the demand for aerial targets

was still fairly low, so it was not until the fall of 1965 that
~. he made it to Fort Wolters with the "Blue Hat" class of 66- |

6. The highlight of his primary helicopter training was the OH-23D
f engine failure while solo. Dave reports that is "damn quiet” when the
engme qmts. He made a perfect touchdown without further damage to his helicopter.
These were the days before "Broken Wing" awards to commend pilots
for such events. In June 1966, Dave arrived in Vietnam on orders to
the 1st Cavalry Division, but was diverted to the 117th Aviation
Company on the beach at Dong Ba Thin. After several months of flying
with the "Beach Bums" in support of the 101st Airborne Division in the
Pleiku area, at one of the nightly operations mission briefings, it was
announced that a volunteer was needed to go to the 120th Aviation
Company "somewhere down south." Against his belief not to volunteer b 1
for anything, Dave said he would go. So much for the myth that only the best plluts
were selected to go to the 120th!

When Dave arrived at Tan San Nhat Air
Base in August 1966 after one of those great
U.S. Air Force C-123 flights out of Pleiku, he
was put aboard the Dean's % ton cargo truck
"shuttle bus” to the Deans slick pilots' villa on
Cach Mang street in Saigon. Dave could
hardly believe his good fortune at being
delivered from a tent cot in the sand to a villa
with running water, clean sheets, and a real
bed. He found that missions in the 120th were
indeed varied. The Deans supported the
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